
Our Mission:

 To foster unity and cooperation among the Christian churches of Reading and Berks 
County

 To provide witness in the community for shared Christian values

 To promote the ministries to our community in Christ’s name

 To assist churches in fulfilling their individual and cooperative missions

 To encourage dialogue among all segments of the religious community
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Mission: Possible?  With God all things are possible! (Matt. 19:26)
Our nation witnessed another first in the inauguration of President Obama. His 

is a heritage broader than European roots. God could use this to strengthen the read of 
goodwill throughout the world. Let this be our prayer!

Apostle Paul believed that God’s desire is that, through Christ, all things in 
heaven and earth will be brought back together. This vision is our mission.

These are some activities that have evolved to-date:

 Chaplaincy began at the Reading Hospital 30 years ago. It has grown significantly 
and includes C.P.E. (Clinical Pastoral Education).

 SHARE, a partnership with Salvation Army in ministering to those in need, began 
25 years ago.

 CROP Walks in Berks County have a 30 year history, raising over a million dollars 
for local and world hunger.

 Marriage & Family Building programs began 12 years ago and are vibrant today.

 Contract Chaplaincy at Berks County Prison through the County has been ongoing 
for 20 years; at Berks Heim, Chaplaincy is now more than 10 years old.

 This year began Chaplaincy services at the Berks County Youth Center and the Im-
migration Family Shelter.

 Community Coordinator youth programs began 10 years ago and are still evolving.
Police Chaplaincy is established.

Behind all  these activities are dedicated chaplains and staff and a host of volun-
teers from the congregations. There are innumerable stories of lives affected by God’s 
Grace. Thank you, everyone, for your part!

We request your help in opening the door to tell the story in your congregation 
and to invite participation. Many challenges, needs, and opportunities are before us. 
Together we have awesome possibilities. May the Glory of God Shine Brighter in ’09!

Calvin’s Corner
Rev. Calvin Kurtz, Executive Director

Mission: Possible
This theme of our recent Annual Assembly really reflects the faith that 

Christ had in the church to fulfill this mission.
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I Thessalonians 1:2 “We always 
thank God for all of you, mentioning 
you in our prayers.”

My heartfelt appreciation to all of 
you! Yes, You!

 The many, many people who 
helped with all aspects of our 
recent Annual Assembly—
registration, set-up, workshops, 
ministry corridor! What a joy it 
was to work with all of you!

 The secretaries and office assis-
tants at churches all over Berks 
County who help by giving us 
updates on pastors, emails and 
other important data!

 The dedicated volunteers who 
visit nursing homes and offer 

worship and so much more!

 Board and Committee members 
who serve not only with talent and 
skill, but offer enthusiasm and pas-
sion as we work together in unity!

 Chaplains, Program Directors, and 
other staff who touch lives and live 
out Matthew 25 every day!

Our Annual Assembly theme 
(and the theme for RBCC this year) 
was “Mission:Possible” obviously 
based on Matt. 19:26 “With God all 
things are possible.” We believe that 
and count on it! At the same time, we 
read Romans 12 and know that God 
has created us to work together. 

My goal for 
2009 is to help us 
connect in many 
ways. If you would 
like to find out more 
or if you have something to share, 
please contact the office.(610-375-
6108 or 
info@readingberkschurches.org). 
And don’t forget to check the website 
often—www.readingberkschurch.org  
- there is always something new 
there!

So again, I say thank you! 
Thank you for all you have done, 
and for all I know we will do together 
this year. 

Marriage & Family Builders, Sandi Kissinger, Director

are also a key to heart health.

Appreciate – Sometimes people get so 
involved in “doing” life that they forget 
to appreciate the people they care about 
the most. When was the last time you 
told your spouse you appreciate him/her 
for all he/she does for your relationship 
and family?

Respect – If you want your children to 
learn how to treat others with respect you 
must model it for them. Ask yourself, “Is 
what I am about to do or say going to 
build up this person or tear them down?

Time – How do you spend your time? If 
you knew you didn’t have much time left 
on this earth would you immediately start 
spending your time differently? If that 
answer is yes, now may be a good time 
for you to examine your priorities.

This is what our programs are all about…
healthy hearts, whether you are single or 
married. We educate and teach the skills 
to help people have healthy relationships. 
Various grants support us by providing 
these programs, such as PREP® 
(Prevention &Relationship Enhancement 
Program) for couples or Within My 
Reach™ for singles. Currently, PREP®
is being conducted in churches through-
out Berks County, Within My Reach™ in 

Heart Healthy 
Relationships
                                                                        
Thou hast put gladness in my 

heart – Psalm 4:7 KJV

During the month of February we cele-
brated National Heart Association 
Month. We heard a lot of talk about how 
to keep our heart healthy, such as eat 
right, exercise, take one aspirin a day, 
eat foods low in cholesterol, get plenty 
of rest and the list goes on. We also cele-
brated Valentine’s Day and National 
Marriage Week.  Just as we have infor-
mation to help us keep our heart healthy, 
there are also certain things that we 
know about relationships that keep them 
“heart healthy.”

Today, people are so busy with work, 
children, extra curricular activities and 
who knows what else, that family mem-
bers are like ships passing in the night. 
Our relationships pay the price for such 
a busy lifestyle.

Heart healthy relationships have certain 
characteristics, which include:

Humor – Humor when used appropri-
ately can help defuse a potentially vola-
tile situation. It has been said that laugh-
ter is good for the soul…it is also good 
for relationships. Realistic expectations 

PAGE 2THE CONFERENCE CALLVOLUME 56  ISSUE 1

area agencies such as 
Mary’s Home/Mary’s 
Shelter, YMCA, Sal-
vation Army and the Berks County 
Prison. 

We are also subcontracted by Commu-
nity Prevention Partnership of Berks 
County (CPP) to work on a project 
called Strong Families/Familias Esta-
bles. This is a federally funded Sup-
porting Healthy Marriage Project 
headquartered at CPP in Reading, PA.  
The Reading location is one of eight 
sites in the nation conducting this re-
search for Latino couples and their 
families. To date, we have recruited 
over 320 couples into this project. 

If you have any referrals for the pro-
grams listed in this article, we would 
love to hear from you at (610) 288-
0961. We need healthier hearts in all 
our communities!

PREP Workshop start date: 
Tuesday's, March 3 through 
April 21 at 6:00 pm at St. James 
Church, 7th & Penn Avenues, 
West Reading. Please call for 
FREE Registration: 610-288-
0961

Office Update, Claire Young Administrative Assistant
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Unshackled By Death

As we witness the marvel 
of nature in its transition from cold 
winter months and bare trees to 
the warmth and new growth of 
spring, there are human transi-
tions that also come to mind.  I 
refer to the unexpected death of an 
inmate who died from natural 
causes.

The chaplain on duty is 
responsible for carrying the beeper 
in the event that someone at the 
jail would have an urgent need for 
spiritual counseling.  On this Sat-
urday morning, Chaplain Mast was 
called to respond.

Death often causes us to 
stop, look and listen to a reality 
beyond our control, and to be pre-
sent to those affected.  Such was 
the case this day.  The cell-mate of 
the deceased was deeply shaken, 
especially because they were locked 
in the cell together when this took 

place.  He spoke of his last conversa-
tion with the man who was like a 
grandfather to him, one who he re-
spectfully referred to as “Pops”.  The 
officers on duty, who had come to 
know this inmate as a fellow human 
being, and not just a prisoner, were 
also in need of a listening ear.  The 
family of the deceased expressed 
their grief, and asked that the chap-
lain anoint the body, which he did.  
So, for a brief space of time, this 
man was remembered.  When some-
one is unshackled for the last time, 
and released into the hands of the 
only One Who judges justly, the ex-
perience is incredibly sobering.  So, 
we stopped to remember.

If we search the Scriptures, 
we find that the act of remembering 
is quite a “big deal” to God!  One 
such passage is found in Genesis 
9:16:  “My rainbow shall be in the 
cloud, and I will certainly remember 
the everlasting covenant between 
Me and all living creatures of every 
kind on earth.”  How we understand 
the concept of “remembering” can 

greatly affect the chaplaincy minis-
try.

In our western culture, the 
word “remember” is normally under-
stood as a cerebral process.  Con-
versely, the word in Greek 
(anamnesis) is far more challenging 
and engaging.  It is more than think-
ing back about someone; it involves 
participation and making that person 
present.

As we go out of ourselves to 
stand before God, with and for some-
one else, we too are re-membered, we 
too are healed by the I AM, the One 
who is always present, the One Who 
covenants with us and expects us to 
do likewise.  This ministry entrusted 
to us has everything to do with con-
nections.  Everyone has the right to 
expect us to remember them before 
God – from the Warden to the newest 
Commissioned Officer; from an in-
mate accused of murder, to one im-
prisoned for parking tickets.   This 
we are committed to doing, knowing 
that one day we too will be unshack-
led.  On that day, may we all find joy 
in the words, “Whatever you did to 
one of these, the least of my breth-
ren, you did to Me.”  Remembering is 
an awesome task.

Chapla in’s Ch atter

Berks County Prison, Chaplain Eileen McKeown, 
Acting Supervising Chaplain 

Salvation Army “SHARE REPORT” Kay Meitrott

THANK YOU to all of the volunteers at the Christmas distribution site. Just a short list of what 
took place: Over 2786 families assisted—Almost 8543 Angel Tree gifts were distributed to Senior 
Citizens and Children in Berks County—142 churches, businesses, schools hosted an Angel 
Tree—70 families were adopted! None of this could happen without our faithful, dedicated VOL-
UNTEERS. 

April 8, 9, 10, 11 is our 9th Festival of Easter Baskets. We need donations of Themed baskets 
for our display. All funds raised at The Festival of Easter Baskets are used to purchase prescrip-
tions for individuals who have no insurance. Fro more information call Kay at 610-373-0527.

A message from Gary Seibert, President of the Board of Directors:

I am more convinced than ever that, with God, the mission is not only possible, it is already in the works! We are instructed 
that faith without works is dead. Monday night, Jan. 26th at the Annual Assembly, we saw faith not only alive and well, but 

practicing throughout a totally sold out Ministry Corridor. We listened to a group of teenagers praise and worship God with a 
talent only He could have given them. We heard a public school official challenge the audience to pray more and know that 

God is listening. We saw people from our community receive recognition for their faith and selfless efforts to serve the   
hungry, sick, imprisoned, elderly and lost. We felt God’s presence as we all sang “Amazing Grace”.

Thank you all for your belief in, and support of, RBCC and may our mission with you continue to be possible by the power 
of the Holy Spirit until Jesus Christ returns to take us all home.
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Youth Detention Center, Chaplain Melanie Holland

Imagine for a moment that you were born into a life of either violence, drugs, and poverty; maybe 
even all three, plus more.  Imagine that your father left, and your mother has a new boyfriend or 
husband who doesn't care for you. Imagine being told you don't matter, or at least feeling like you 
don't.  Imagine feeling like no one in the world understands you, or that you feel there is no hope 
for the future and you're destined to have the same kind of life as the elders before you.  This is reality for  many of 

the youth I've encountered at the youth center; not all, but many.  Their stories are enough to break your heart into a 
million pieces.

To some, the youth I have the privilege of speaking with every week, my look hardened and hollow; they may seem 
like a hopeless case.  I know, and you know that with God, and only God, can this not be true.  In fact, it is the fur-

thest thing from the truth.

1Corinthian 1:28 states, "God chose things despised by the world, things counted as nothing at all, and used them to 
bring to nothing what the world considers important, so that no one can ever boast in the presence of the Lord."

Oh how God loves them... how He loves all of us, so much that He sent his only begotten Son.  My question for you is 
is: How much do you love them?

Would you please consider showing your love by praying for this generation?  Would you consider purchasing soft 
cover Message or Study Bibles or devotion books? If you own a business, would you be willing to hire and men-

tor  them?  Finally, are you willing to come and spend a few hours at the youth center just sitting and talking with 
them about your own life story... a story of hope and mercy?

If you are willing or able to do anything of the things I just mentioned, please call me at 610-331-9572 or notify the 
Claire at the RBCC office.

Thank you, in advance, for your kind hearts.

National Day of  Prayer, Thursday, May 7, 2009
11:45am—1:00pm

First UCC Reed & Washington Sts, Reading
Service will be held outside (weather permitting)

Proclamations and prayers offered for our nation, state, county and city.
All are invited & encouraged to attend!
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Youth Leader Network

Blessings to all of you who enter into the lives of youth.  In this ever challenging ministry, I encourage you to 
keep reaching out, listening, mentoring, loving, and praying continually for the youth around you.  God has 
blessed you with the opportunity to be his ambassadors to this generation.  

Thank you to all who attended our first Youth Workshop at this year's Annual Assembly.  The hour 
flew by so quickly!  The interaction was greatly appreciated.  The challenges I took from the workshop were 
relevance, genuineness, and love.  Are we taking the time to do our best to be relevant to this generation?  
Are we building genuine relationships with the youth we serve?  We can and will build lasting relationships as 
we are truly connecting in relevant ways, with relevant topics and challenges. Finally, are we just loving – as 
the Father loves us – each young life around us as to point them toward God?   

I am constantly encouraged by the unity among youth leadership within Berks County.  God has 
brought us together to encourage one another, pray together and share ideas and resources.  It reminds me 
of the example set by the early church...“All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that 
any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. With great power the apostles con-
tinued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.”   Acts 4:32-33

If you have not already, please consider joining our Youth Leader Network.  Anyone that invests in the lives of 
youth is invited.  We have decided to offer monthly gatherings.  Each gathering is intended to encourage you 
in ministry, provide networking opportunities and give information that will assist you in developing relation-
ships with youth.  Our schedule for the next couple months is as follows:

March 28 th

Hosted by: New Creation Community Church
Address:  1011 ½  Cotton Street, Reading, PA 

Special Info:  An insight into New Creation's special activity nights with youth

April 25 th

Hosted by:  Ozzy's Sports Fun Center
Address:  Routes 61 and 73, Leesport, PA 19533

Special Info:  Follow up to the Youth Workshop with special guests Chris & Ashlea form 
WJTL / Purple Door Festival.  Conversation will center around contemporary Christian music. 

Styles that reach this generation and the heart of the musicians.

May 23rd

Hosted by: Journey Cafe, Hamburg
Address: 320 Pine Street, Hamburg, PA 19526
Special Info: Follow up to the Youth Workshop – get the opportunity to see the unique facility 
dedicated to youth and gain a deeper insight into the ministry that is the “Journey Cafe”.

All meetings start at 10am and generally run about two hours.  Prayer, fellowship and worship are always on 
the agenda beyond the special topic/information.  Please contact me for additional information or if you are 

interested in hosting a meeting.  I am best reached at the Conference office – 610-375-6108.

Blessings, Michael Kaucher
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Berks County Children and Youth Services has started a 
new initiative called Family Group Decision Making or 
‘FGDM’. The emphasis of FGDM is to bring families and 
stakeholders together to build on the family’s strengths By 
engaging in Family Group Decision Making, families may 
take control of their own situation.

Since I know you share our commitment to preserv-
ing and strengthening families, I am asking for your help.  
There are several ways you can help make Family Group 
Decision Making successful in Berks County.

Our biggest need right now is site locations in which 
to hold these conferences.  What we look for in terms of site 
locations include a meeting room large enough to hold a 
group of 30 people, a smaller room nearby for service provid-
ers to gather during private family time and restroom facili-
ties.  In addition, daycare facilities and kitchen access are 
also considered helpful (but not always necessary).

Another way you can help is to donate your time 
and resources to help with transportation, daycare, lodging 
assistance and expertise with accessing community re-
sources.

We have additional information available regarding 
Family Group Decision Making in the form of brochures.  
This information will give you an overview of the process, the 
mission and vision, what a conference looks like, and reasons 
why Family Group Decision Making works.
We hope that you will agree to become a partner with us as 
we continue to offer Family Group Decision Making in Berks 
County.  If interested in discussing further or in obtaining 
brochures, please contact Jennifer Wallis, MSW at 610-478-
6700 x6705 or via e-mail at: jwallis@countyofberks.com .

It was nearly twelve years ago 
that a leader was needed for our 
chaplaincy program at Berks 
County Prison. A brave man 
emerged, full of enthusiasm and 
determination, with a heart to 
serve the inmate community at  
the prison.  This of course was 
Chaplain Patrick Tutella.  

In his many years of service to the inmates of Berks 
County Prison, Chaplain Pat, led by God, developed a 
depth of  ministry that extends across a myriad of reli-
gious worship opportunities, consoling of individuals ef-
fected by family situations outside of the prison and a 
dynamic one-on-one  mentoring program.  If asked about 
the successes of his life in ministry, Chaplain Pat might 
offer a quick retort in the realm of yeah, I'm pretty won-
derful, but any conversation beyond hello would reveal a 
humble man blessed to be used by God in this way.  

As many of you already know, Chaplain Pat was 
offered and accepted a new opportunity at the end of last 
year. When asked about his new calling, he gave the 
following insights: “My new position is National Director 
of Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry (OCPM).  I follow in 
the footsteps of the founder, Father Duane Pederson, 
who has labored ceaselessly bringing the Gospel of 
Hope to the downtrodden for the past 40 years.   My re-
sponsibilities include giving leadership to the advance-
ment of ministry to prisoners throughout the United 
States.  God has placed people all over this country who 
desire to minister to the poor and imprisoned.  Our job is 
to locate and encourage each other that the work of the 
Kingdom of God would not lack any good thing.  I spend 
much of my time learning of people who are sacrificially 
serving God all over the country, and finding ways to en-
courage and connect them.”
Rev Calvin Kurtz had these comments when asked 
about Chaplain Patrick's years of service, “I would have 
to start with Thank you.  Patrick filled a real need for us 
years ago and has been a blessing to our organization.  
It is hard to focus on one outstanding accomplishment, 
his service to the prison has been so special.  Thank 
you, thank you and blessings in your new position.”

Chaplain Patrick also wanted to extend some 
thoughts to his friends in ministry at Berks County Prison.  
“It is a blessing to know that the ministry at the Berks 
County Prison has been left in good hands.  I have every 
reason to believe that it shall continue to prosper and 
advance under the leadership that God has placed and 
equipped. New volunteers have also risen up to help ad-
ministrate some of the aftercare programs.  This also, is 
a blessing from the Lord.  I miss the staff and all my 
friends at BCP, volunteers and residents alike.  I pray 
that the Lord will continue to pour out his blessings on all 
of you.” With Godly Affection, Chaplain Patrick Tutella

Chaplain Patrick, you will be missed and will be 
in our prayers as you engage in you new adventure.
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‘Round and About’
Mary’s Shelter 14th Annual Bowl-a-Thon, 
March 15, 2009, Berks Lanes, Sinking 
Spring, 12:30-2:30 or 3:00-5:00 Session. 
Fun, Food and Prizes! Contact 610-603-
8010, Registration Required. Participants 
collect donations or pledges from sponsors 
prior to the event. Thank you in advance for 
your support with helping Mary’s Shelter as-
sist homeless young women and children.

2009 Strength in Womanhood Conference—
Sat, March 21, 8:30-11:30am. Featured 
Speaker: Emily Ziehmer. Cost, including 
breakfast: $10. For more info, contact St. 
John’s Reformed Church, 610-678-1446 or 
strenthinwoman@aol.com.

Bridge of Hope Berks County, a Christian 
non-profit ministry to homeless women and 
their children is seeking a part-time Commu-
nity Relations Coordinator whose focus is 
fundraising and Community Development/ 
Public Relations.  Please send resume to : 
Bridge of Hope Berks County, 300 Church 
Street, Reading, PA 19601.

Creating Miracles Brick by Brick—Magic 
show to benefit Thrivent Builds/Habitat for 
Humanity—Sat, May 9th—shows at 3:00 & 
7:00pm—Tickets:$5.00  - For more info, con-
tact: Bethany Lutheran Church, Friedensburg 
Rd, Reading 610-779-4620 or 
revmike@ptd.net.  

March for Jesus—June 6th, 2009. If you, or 
someone in your church would like to know 
more or become involved with the March, 
contact JLFasig4433@aol.com. 

150 hymnals available, free - The Hymnal for 
Worship and Celebration, Word Music, Waco, 
Texas 1986. Please contact Kathy Nallo at 
610-678-0815 for more information. 

Organ lessons and general church musician 
training offered to those who would like to 
transition into a church musician position. 
Many churches are seeking to employ a 
church musician in a part time capacity. You 
could be that person. A solid piano back-
ground is required. Call Teresa Kissling at 
610-670-7241 or 610-678-1088 email 
tkissling@stjohnss.org   

Sponsorship and advertising opportunities are available for 
The Conference Call. Please contact the RBCC office to obtain 
content and price guidelines. The publication of any sponsor-
ship does not in any way imply an endorsement for that prod-
uct/service or the company/organization by the Reading Berks 
Conference of Churches. Additionally, RBCC is not responsible 

for typographical errors in sponsorship information.

“A Pound of Love” 

St. Matthew’s G.O. Church invites 
all to participate in this ministry 
and be a small sign of hope, love, 
and healing. People of all faiths are 
invited to bake a pound cake to be 
collected and distributed to a variety of people who 
represent the need we all have for recognition and 
healing. On Saturday, March 28 between 10am and 
1pm, “Loaves of Love” will be collected. You will find a 
small white tent in Reading’s City Park at the Band 
Stage area, bearing the sign: “A Pound of Love.” Once 
the loaves are collected, they will be distributed to the 
women inmates at the Berks County Prison, to Food 
Banks and to residents from the Opportunity House. 
For more information, please contact Despina Nicol-
oudakis at despi101@aol.com

Welcome to: 

Assistant Chaplain Nelson Mercado-Rodriguez, a 
missioner and acolyte of the Roman Catholic 

Church, who recently began working with the chap-
lains at Berks County Prison.  Chaplain Mercado is 
a Brother with the Congregation of Saint John the 
Evangelist and holds degrees in Psychology and 

Public Administration. The Allentown Catholic Dio-
cese permits him to work at BCP on Mondays and 
Thursdays, and at other prisons during the remain-

der of the week. Chaplain Mercado’s  fluency in 
both English and Spanish is a great asset to that 

ministry!

Reading City Clergy and Reading 
School District Conversations con-
tinue on March 24, 11:45 at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Reading. This 
meeting will continue the discus-
sion on “aligned expectations” for 
students and specific actions that 
congregations and their members 

can take to become more involved in the lives of school 
students. For more information or to register, contact the 
RBCC office at 610-375-6108 or 
info@readingberkschurches.org.
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Upcoming Events!

April 12th—Easter Dawn Service at the Fire Tower

May 7th—National Day of Prayer at 1st UCC, Reed & Washington Sts.

August 23rd—Hymn Sing at Gring’s Mill

September—Mayors’ Prayer Breakfast (Date TBD)

October 3rd—Impact (at Youth event) at Ozzy’s

October 11th—CROP Walk at Gring’s Mill


