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My two year old delightful
grandson 1is learning to
use words to communi-
cate. He constantly says to
me, “Grandpa, what are
you doing?” One time this
led to his helping me wash
the lawn mowing equip-
ment.

The Easter Dawn Service,
held on top of Mt. Penn, is
always an unusually
anointed time of worship,
but it was never so evident
as this year. At the conclu-
sion of the service, eyes
were turned to the sky.
Amidst the vastness of a
clear blue sky, was a sin-
gle cloud formation in the
shape of a cross! As we
stood in awe, my grand-
son’s question, “What are
you doing?” rang in my
ears.

I also realize this has been
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“God What Are You Doing?”

my question since 1982.
While crossing the Penn
Street Bridge, I realized

Easter Dawn Service

my future and ministry
would take on a new di-
rection.

Over the years, I have
observed that in the reli-
gious community, agen-
das and idolatries are de-
fined by various empha-
sizes on justice and fair-

ness; moral uprightness;
theological correctness;
historic and traditional
faithfulness; passion and
zeal with emotion just to
name a few.

By focusing on these,
while important, we can
get “stuck” and miss
where God’s heart is lead-
ing and causing us to be-
come disengaged with
God in the Divine
Agenda. “God, what are
you doing?”

“With the spirit and power of
Elijah he will go before him,
to turn the hearts of parents
to their children, and the
disobedient to the wisdom of
the righteous, to make ready
a people prepared for the
Lord.” Luke 1:17

Our Mission:

e To foster unity and cooperation among the Christian churches of Reading and Berks

County

e To provide witness in the community for shared Christian values

e To promote the ministries to our community in Christ’s name

e To assist churches in fulfilling their individual and cooperative missions

e To encourage dialogue among all segments of the religious community
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Office Update

As spring continues to greet us
each morning, we are reminded
that it is a time of joy and cele-
bration. We realize how fast time
flies by, in fact at times it seems
to slip right through our fingers.

This year is a banner year for the
Reading Berks Conference of
Churches as it celebrates 60
years of “Churches in Ministry
Together.” Just this month, we
celebrate our 5th year at the Elm
Street location. (Please note the
address on this newsletter and be
sure that all key people in the
church have the address correct).

We celebrate a new Board of Di-
rectors, the staff and volunteers

Donna Boyajian, Administrative Assistant

“Celebrate”

who give so unselfishly of their
time, talents and treasures to bring
the mission of the Conference to
the community and beyond.

We recognize and celebrate the
pastors of our churches, especially
Rev. Bruce Osterhout, Christ Lu-
theran Church, Reading who re-
ceived the Vicki L. Krick Award at
the recent Greater Berks Food
Bank volunteer breakfast for doing
over and beyond.

We celebrate all those, some of
whom we shall never know, who
are touched by the efforts of so
many.

To partner with the Reading Berks

Conference of Churches is an
honor and a privilege and my
prayer is that more churches will
continue to “catch the vision.”

Let us
Christ!

celebrate together in

But above all...put on love, which
is the bond of perfection.

Colossians 3:14 NKJV

Why do over 50 percent of mar-
riages end in divorce? More impor-
tant, why do 50 percent of mar-
riages endure for life? What do
half of the people understand that
the other half do not?

Maybe they understand the true
nature of love. Love is always
changing, never static. It grows
and matures as we do. Love is giv-

ing, not taking; forgiving, not aban-

doning. As people change, so does
the nature of their love, and pas-
sions flare and subside.

Marriage & Family Builders/PREP® Workshop

Sandi Kissinger, PREP® Workshop Director

“That Ever Changing Love”

The wise person understands
change and even welcomes the vari-
ety it brings to life. No, your spouse
will not be twenty-five forever, but
what fifty-year-old would want to
live with someone who lacks the
depth and wisdom to understand
him?

AN

To date, the PREP workshops have
taught 1,005 people the skills and
techniques needed to have healthy
relationships. Whether it be with
their spouse, in their families, or in
the workplace, the life lessons they
received will help them in all rela-
tionships and in all situations. As
mentioned above, understanding is
the key!

Exciting times are ahead for us
as we apply for new grants to
continue this much needed pro-
gram/education. Please keep us
in your prayers.

To churches and individuals:

If you are interested in more
information on attending or
holding a workshop, please call
our office at (610) 288-0961. Mil-
lie or I will be able to assist you.

" .&;'@
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Berks Heim Happenings
Chaplain Larry Mast, Supervising Chaplain

We have been busy at Berks Heim
since the last edition of the Confer-
ence Call. The grandparent pro-
gram is moving into final stages of
planning. A very dedicated group
of students from Holy Name High
School and an outstanding student
from St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
are actively interested in seeing
this program get started and grow.
Twenty-five students will toured
the Heim in May and from this
group the first five students will be
selected. A start up date will be
determined and student/resident
matches will be made. The pilot
program will run through the sum-
mer and if it meets expectations,
the program will continue into the
fall.

Churches often ask how they can
contribute to the ministry here at
the Heim. The following are some
suggestions: transporting resi-
dents to and from bingo; chapel
services and activities; reading to
residents and helping them to
write letters; donations of small
gifts for bingo and birthdays
(tissues, stuffed animals 12” or
smaller, ladies cologne, snack
packs (pretzels, chips or crack-
ers); body sprays, make-up
(lipstick, blush, eye shadow);
socks (men & women); costume
jewelry; hand lotion; coloring
books and crayons; men’s cologne;
word search books. Please contact
me at 610-376-4841 x7421 or Vol-
unteer Services at 610-376-4841
x7424. You can make a big impact
and a big difference in another
person’s life.

We are now receiving audio
tapes of Scripture and devo-
tions, sermons and Christian
meditation. These along with
our new DVD player and a do-
nated color TV, will allow our
visually and hearing impaired
residents to experience wor-
ship.

As new ideas surface and be-
come a reality, the faith jour-
ney of our residents continues
to improve. Sunday services
have seen a 41% increase in
attendance and weekly chapel
services have increased 20%.
God is doing great things at
Berks Heim, so jump on the
band wagon and help support
this wonderful experience.

May the Lord keep you in His
Grace and give you peace.

Hunched over in physical pain,

Chaplain’s Chatter
Chaplain Patrick Tutella, Supervising Chaplain BCP

heart,"

she blesses one inmate.

she is trying to avoid the inevita-
bility of retirement.

There is no doubt that she is
needed here. Her presence has a
profound effect on everyone with
whom she interacts. People on
the mental health unit enthusi-
astically await her arrival. Her
face radiates hope. Her life radi-
ates the Love of God! The female
inmates receive her embrace as a
blessing from God. The male in-
mates soak in every word she
utters, as words of life.

As she trudges down the long
hallway each day, her steps get
heavier but her smile defies her
pain. "God bless you, sweet-

"You are a special child of God,"
she affirms another inmate. Some-
how, she has acquired eyes that
few of us will ever understand. She
sees Jesus in everyone! Without a
second thought, she treats every-
one as Jesus. Referring to John, an
inmate with psychological prob-
lems, she says, "Oh, he is a man of
God! We need to encourage him to
pray for us." Does she see some-
thing we do not see?

Suddenly, the answer to the ques-
tion "Why does Sister Marie Ed-
wardine come to jail?" becomes ap-
parent. She comes here to be with
Jesus! Keep praying for me Sister

Marie Edwardine, I think I am be-

“Why does Sister Marie Edwardine come to jail?”

ginning to get it!
If you are interested in improving
your spiritual eyesight as a volun-
teer at BCP, you also are needed
here. Call Chaplain Patrick Tu-

tella @ 610-208-4800 ext. 4375.

"Then turning to the disciples he
said privately, 'Blessed are the
eyes which see what you see! For
I tell you that many prophets and
kings desired to see what you see,
and did not see it, and to hear
what you hear, and did not hear
it." (Luke 10:23-24 NRSB)
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Warm weather has arrived signal-
ing outdoor ministry opportuni-
ties. Some interesting and new
ministry opportunities will soon
be happening in the city. Who
knows how far they will go, who
they will affect, or where they will
lead, but that we are working as
one Church together is what mat-
ters.

“Let’s Go Fishing” is a ministry
that started two years ago and
serves neighborhoods around the
city. It is interdenominational
(meaning that every church in the
city i1s welcome to join) and works
closely with neighborhoods to plan
and hold the summertime festi-
vals. The idea is to provide fun,
games, food and outreach for all of
our neighbors and to share our
common love.

NEAR Centers have ended for the
spring, but a summer version will

Wayne’s World

Wayne Cockrell, Community Coordinator
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“Summer is Here”

be held at St. Mark’s Lutheran
this summer. NEAR Centers are
neighborhood centers that will
focus on homework, character and
relationship building, and “off-
the-street” activities for elemen-
tary-aged children after school. In
the summer it is directed toward
relationship building through fun
activities. All of this is be
neighborhood focused.

Just a few weeks ago, Midnight
Ministry, has moved from Hope-
well Mennonite Church back to
6th & Franklin Streets. It will
continue on Fridays evenings at
the same location. The ministry
is exciting (as street ministries
are!) and the good food and rela-
tionships that have helped so
many people from the streets will
continue to grow. Its mission is to
“serve the unserved” with food,
drink and general fellowship.

This newsletter is sponsored by

SPORTS FUN CENTER

featuri ng

The idea 1is to let those who call
the streets their home or place of
business know that we, the
Church, care and wish to love and
serve them.

Also, a “March for Jesus” is being
planned by city and county
churches to be held on Saturday
June 3rd, The pastors leading the
planning and the “march” are in-
viting all congregations in the city
and county to join them at City
Park at 10:00am the 3rd to walk
through the city to show the sup-
port that the Christian commu-
nity has for City of Reading (and
Berks County). It will be a morn-
ing of celebration and song,
prayer and reflection.

Lots of ideas, plans, and hope. The
Lord could use you!

11160

Life cﬂmamwdw’

Your Station For Inspiration

1040 AM
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‘Round and About

South Mountain YMCA
Camp Conrad Weiser Outdoor Center
PO Box 147
Wernersville, PA 19565
610-670-2267
WWW.Smymca.org
Open March-November

e  Outdoor Education and Team/Leadership Building for students.

e Conferences, Retreats and Team/Leadership Building.

e Programs for churches, YMCA Adventure Guides, Corporate groups, Youth agencies, College groups, Ser-
vice clubs, family reunions, etc.

e High & Low Ropes Courses, hay rides, archery, climbing tower, horseback riding, sports, air rifles, orien-
teering, hiking, campfires and more.

e Parent/Child retreats and Family camp weekends.

e Summer Youth Camp (ages 5-13) with transportation from the Reading area and overnight resident camp
(ages 7-16).

Located on 500 beautiful mountaintop acres and only 10 miles from Reading, this camp serves over 12,000
guests spring, summer and fall. The camp has two new modern bath/shower houses and over 20 new winter-
ized cabins with a total of over 280 heated bed spaces for large groups.

NOW AVAILABLE!!

Support the Reading Berks Conference of Churches and
your organization. The Reading Berks Conference of
Churches is now accepting newsletter sponsorships.

Contact the Conference office at 610-375-6108 for details.

he Reading Berks Conference of Churches held its annual National Day of Prayer commu-

nity service at First United Church of Christ, Washington Street, Reading. Rev. Nic

Camacho, pastor of Central Park United Methodist Church delivered an inspiring message

and everyone enjoyed the music of the Teen Challenge Choir. As area pastors lifted prayers
for our nation, state, county and city we were surrounded by the beauty and majesty of this very his-
toric church (founded in 1752). The sun shone brightly through the stain glass windows in all their
majestic glory. The windows, created by Leonids Linauts, are predominately red and blue in color.
The red symbolizes passion and the blue, purification. Stop by and look at them sometime. It is truly
a treat. Thank you, Pastor Mark DeWald for hosting this year’s service.

100 years of ministry in Reading!!
Congratulations to Mt. View Fellowship Church of God, Hampden Boulevard, Reading. Services of
thanks and praise for 100 years of ministry will be held on Sunday, June 11 and October 1 at 9:30
am. For more information please call 610-374-3230.
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‘Round and About

Life-Line Center “Good News NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

246 N. 9th Street "
Reading, PA 19601 People

A program of é/gT@BCC viewed on | | Meet Berks County Hometown Heroes

A Place to Pray... A Place from local Police and Fire
to Play 4th Tuesday Departments
of each month
Life-Line Center is an Free activities, fun and food, too!
outreach ministry for in- 7:30-8:00 P.M.
ner city youth and chil- Comcast Tuesday, August 1, 2006
dren. Their goal is to be a Channel 13 ' 6:00-9:00 p.m.
lifeline between the City Park Band Shell
church and the street. Service Electric . ‘
Channel 19 For more information, please
Life-line Center is unique contact Gene at 610-376-6988
because it combines fun Did you miss the show?? No
activities with spirituality. prob%em, catch the reruns...

: . Friday, 1:30 p.m. ~
For more information, Monday, 10:30 a.m. Yy
please call Pastor Joe at Tuesday 3:30 p.m. 20"
610-736-3490 ==

CROP WALK UPDATE Let's Go Fishing
Hl‘ 1K Saturday, July 15
: The efforts of CROP Walkers all over Berks Reading Iron Plagzground, Reading

County is felt the world around. Aside from providing
food and clean water in Africa and other countries torn apart by disaster X -
and civil war, the immediate needs of displaced individuals and families St. Mark’s UCC, Reading
are being met in the Gulf Coast of New Orleans and Mississippi. The 2:00 ~5:00 p.m.
2006 CROP Walk schedule to date is as follows: Praise & Worship

e Bethel will hold their food fair in August ,5:30 p.m.
Birdsboro to be announced Interested in meeting people and
Boyertown to be announced winning souls for Christ? This

. 3 ]
Gouglersville—Sunday, October 15 event 1s for you: Vol.un‘.ceer for
Kutztown was held in April praise teams, gpemal singing, yogth
e Reading— Sunday, October 15 (Please note this is a date change) Eiﬂtslc.’s mlésm te;ami. Dogate ]311
Final totals for 2005: Bethel, 1,350; Boyertown, $5,699; Birdsboro, es, literature, tracts and gently

$6,075.83; Gouglersville, $1,840; Reading, $31,384.29. ‘}Sed clothing.
Donations may be sent to

“Let’s Go Fishing Outreach”
Praise Christian Fellowship
PO Box 13255
Reading, PA 19612

Saturday, August 19

This year marks the 25th Anniversary of the Reading CROP Walk. Con-
gratulations Reading! According to Karen Schmidt, Assistant Regional
Director, Church World Services, the Reading CROP Walk is the 5th
largest in PA. Since 1982, the Reading Walk has raised $698,609.21,
which means it is getting close to the $750,000 mark. No other walk in
PA is in or near that mark. Berks Countians should be very proud. All
Berks County CROP Walks since 1982 have raised $1,117, 513.21.
That’s right... over $1.1 million dollars. Way to go Berks County!!

For more information:
Pastor Jack Williams
610-780-9888
Pastor Steve Graybill
610-921-9882
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S.H.A.R.E. Report

Seventy-five baskets were do-
nated to SHARE's Festival of
Baskets in April. This project
raised $5501, which will be
used to provide assistance
with prescriptions for indi-
viduals who have no medical
coverage. Sponsors for this
event were: The Reading Ea-
gle, Boscov’s and Fairground
Square Mall. Thank you to our
sponsors and all the volun-
teers for making this project a
huge success.

This past winter, with the con-
tinuing rise in fuel oil costs, many
low— income Berks County resi-
dents ran out of or low on oil and
found it difficult to heat their
homes.

A meeting with the Berks Schuyl-
kill Fuel Oil Dealers, resulted in
their providing $3800 in assis-
tance to low income families with
emergency help in purchasing fuel
oil. This gift was received by Rev.

Calvin Kurtz, RBCC and Kay Mei-
trott and Captain Whittenberg, Sal-
vation Army. Thank you, Berks
Schuylkill Fuel Oil Dealers!!

RBCC July & August

Schedule
Board Meeting:
. dJuly 14
Finance Meetings:
« June 8
. July 13
« August 10

Education/Evangelism
« dJuly 18

Executive Meeting

. TBA

Good News People
e dJune 27

. dJuly 25

« August 29

Hymn Sing
. August 20

church a safer place.

Attention!!!

CHURCH SECURITY FORUM
Make your church safe

ately, several Berks County churches have

been plagued by burglaries and scams. In

fact, on Easter Sunday, the jubilant spirit of

the Resurrection was dampened at a half
dozen of area churches. The Reading Berks Confer-
ence of Churches in cooperation with the Schuylkill
Valley Ministerium is hosting a Church Security
Forum at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, June 29 at Bern
United Church of Christ, 3196 Bernville Road,
Leesport. Guests include representatives from the
State Police, local police and S.H.A.R.E.

Bring your questions and learn how to make your
church safe. Please RSVP to the Conference office,
610-375-6108 if you are interested in attending.
This forum is open to pastors, church secretaries,
custodians, and anyone interested in making their
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1.
Family Life
Bereavement Support Grpgponsored by St. Joseph Medical Center, 7:00-8:30 PM, St. Joseph Medical Center, 12th & Walnut
Reading, to register, please call Sr. Rose Dvorak, 610-378-2297.

Bereavement Support Grp@mvenant Home CaiighSt. Joseph Medical Center, Wednesdays, 12:00-1:00 PM, 12th & Walnut S
Reading, 610-779-6432.

Immanuel UCC Support GrouPsancerviviors (dealing with cancer & their friends and/or family), first Tuesday of the month @ 7:0
CAPS (Children of Aging Parents), second Tuesday of the month @ 6:30 PM; Separated/Divorce Support, second Tuesday of
8:00 PM; Bereavement Support (for those who have lost a friend or loved one), fourth Tuesday of the month @ 6:30 PM. Fol
please call 610-777-7107.

The following services are brought to you by Family Life Services, a ministry of Diakon Lutheran Social Ministries
Marriage Preparation Advance reservations required, please phone Catherine Arne at 610-682-1337 or 1-888-499-2699.

Living with LossSix week support group, Tuesdays, 7:00—8:30 p.m. Sessions are led by a counseling professional, the grou
experiences, learn coping skills and discuss the emotions that surface when suffering a loss. Sessions are free, group size is
registration is required. Please call Louisa Weber at 1-888-499-2699 or 610-682-1337.

Divorced/Separated Support Grpepx week support group. Tuesdays. Registration for this 6 - week group is $40.00. Call 1-88
2699 for information or to register.

LonelyBerks Singleémid-life singles) meet 1st Monday & 3rd Thursday each month at Reformation Lutheran Church, 3670 P
Ave., Reading, 7:00 p.m. For information, call 610-682-1337.

Employee Counseling & Consultation Servicean employee assistance program. Call Salvatore Tuccio at 1-888-499-2699 or 610-682-1

The Conference Call Non-Profit Org.
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